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    The Ladybug Picture Book Award  
    is designed to promote early  
    literacy and honor the best in  

    recent children's picture books. A  
    committee of children's librarians  
    from around the state selects 10  
    picture book titles each spring.  
    Then, during November, New  

    Hampshire children from  
    preschoolers to those in third  

    grade choose the award winner.  
    The winning picture book is  

    announced at the end of the year.  

 

Past Winners: 
 

2020   There Are No Bears in This  
          Bakery 

2019   Can I Be Your Dog 

2018   Not Quite Narwhal 

2017  Woodpecker Wants a Waffle 

2016  It’s Only Stanley 

2015  The Day the Crayons Quit 

2014   If I Built a House 

2013   Little Dog Lost: The True Story of   
     a Brave Dog Name Baltic 

2012  Pete the Cat: I Love My White   
        Shoes 

2011   Memoirs of a Goldfish 

2010  Princess Hyacinth (The Surprising    
        Story of a Girl Who Floated) 

2009  Waking Beauty 

2008   When Dinosaurs Came with  
     Everything 

2007  The Secret Science Project that   
         Almost Ate the School 

2006  I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More! 

2005  Skippyjon Jones 

 

Swashby and the Sea 
by Beth Ferry 

Captain Swashby 
loves the sea, his  
oldest friend. And he 
loves his life by the 
sea just as it is: salty 
and sandy and  
serene. One day, 
much to Swashby’s 
chagrin, a young girl 
and her granny com-
mandeer the empty 
house next door. All Swashby wants is for his new 
neighbors to GO AWAY and take their ruckus with 
them. When Swashby begins to leave notes in the 
sand for his noisy neighbors, however, the beach 
interferes with the messages that are getting 
across. Could it be that the captain’s oldest friend, 
the sea, knows what Swashby needs even better 
than he knows himself?  

We Are Water  Protectors 
by Carole Lindstrom 

When a black snake  
threatens to destroy the 
Earth and poison her  
people's water, one 
young water protector 
Takes a stand to defend 
Earth's most sacred  
resource.  
 
 
 

Did you know you can download eBook 
and audio versions of some of these 
books FOR FREE???    

All you need is your library card!  

Download the Libby app  

or visit  

www.nh.overdrive.com 

Lady Bug Picture Book Award 

Presented by The Center for the Book at the New 
Hampshire State Library 



Hair Love 
by Matthew A. Cherry 

Zuri’s hair has a mind of its 
own. It kinks, coils, and 
curls every which way. Zuri 
knows it’s beautiful. When 
mommy does Zuri’s hair, she 
feels like a superhero. But 
when mommy is away, it’s 
up to daddy to step in! And 
even though daddy has a lot to learn, he LOVES his 
Zuri. And he’ll do anything to make her 
—and her hair—happy.  

 

Hike 
by Pete Oswald  

In the cool and quiet early light 
of morning, a father and child 
wake up. Today they're going on 
a hike. Follow the duo into the 
mountains as they witness the 
magic of the wilderness, 
overcome challenges, and play a 
small role in the survival of the 
forest. By the time they return 
home, they feel alive -- and 
closer than ever -- as they 
document their hike and take 
their place in family history.  

 

I Am Every Good Thing 
by Derrick Barnes 

The confident Black narrator of 
this book is proud of everything 
that makes him who he is. He's 
got big plans, and no doubt he'll 
see them through--as he's 
creative, adventurous, smart, 
funny, and a good friend. 
Sometimes he falls, but he 
always gets back up. And other 
times he's afraid, because he's so often misunderstood 
and called what he is not. So slow down and really look 
and listen, when somebody tells you--and shows you--
who they are. There are superheroes in our midst!  

If You Come to Earth 
by Sophie Blackall 
If You Come to Earth is a 
glorious guide to our home 
planet, and a call for us to take 
care of both Earth and each 
other. This stunning book is 
inspired by the thousands of 
children Sophie Blackall has met 
during her travels around the 
world in support of UNICEF and Save the Children.  

 

 

Lift 

by Minh Le 
When Iris's elevator button-
pushing is disrupted by a new 
member of the family, she's 
pretty put out. That is, until 
the sudden appearance of a 
mysterious new button opens 
up entire realms of possibility, 
places where she can escape 
and explore on her own. This 
is a story that will lift your 
spirits and expand your 
imagination, by the award-
winning creators of Drawn Together.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Outside In 
     by Deborah 

     Underwood 
     Outside is waiting,  
     the most patient  
     playmate of all. The  
     most generous  
     friend. The most  
     miraculous inventor.  
     Our connection with nature is not so easily  
     obscured by lives spent indoors.  
 
 
 

     Nobody Hugs a Cactus 
     by Carter Goodrich 

     Hank is the prickliest  
     cactus in the entire  
     world. He sits in a pot in  
     a window that faces the  
     empty desert, which is  
     just how he likes it. So,  
     when all manner of  
     creatures—from  
     tumbleweed to lizard to  
     owl—come to disturb his  
     peace, Hank is annoyed.  
     He doesn’t like noise, he doesn’t like rowdiness,  
     and definitely does not like hugs. But the thing is,     
     no one is offering one. Who would want to hug a  
     plant so mean?  
 

     Snail Crossing 
     by Corey R. Tabor 
     A determined snail. A   
     plump cabbage. A truly  
     epic journey . . . 
     In a book as cheerful and    
     charming as Snail himself,  
     Corey Tabor tells a  
     winning tale of a slow but  
     steady snail, whose  
     determination and  
     kindness bring him the  
     best reward of all:  
     friendship.  
 


